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VILLAGE  OF  VILNA 

(Revised  1965) 


1.  LOCATION 

W/2  Section  20-59-13-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  12.  This  location  is 
61  miles  east  and  35  miles  north  of  Edmonton  on  the  C.N.R.,  Edmonton  to 
St.  Paul  line. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,125.6  feet  Latitude  54/10 


3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer 
Mean  winter 
Yearly  average 


55.3°  F 
19.8°  F 
34.6°F 


Longitude  113/07 


4.  RAINFALL 

Average  rainfall  10.74  inches 

Average  snowfall  45.6  inches 

Average  total  precipitation  15.30  inches 

Note:  The  foregoing  figures  regarding  temperature  and  rainfall  are  estimated  from 
data  obtained  from  the  nearest  weather  stations.  There  is  no  record  of  all  weather  conditions 
in  this  district. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the  Relly 
River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretacious  Period.  This  formation  is  a series  of 
light  colored  sandstones  and  shales.  This  horizon  in  other  parts  of  the  province 
includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 


6.  SOIL 

Two  types  of  soil  — black  and  transition  — are  found  in  the  Vilna  District. 

Black 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  (A)  horizon 
that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  ( B ) horizon  is  brown 
to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Transition 

The  normal  profile  is  generally  quite  mixed  and  ranges  from  nearly 
black  to  grey.  The  surface  horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed 
litter  (AO)  which  may  be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral 
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horizon  that  can  usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  (Al)  part  may 
be  black  or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  (A2)  is  frequently  somewhat  leached 
of  organic  matter  and  is  considerably  greyer  than  the  (Al).  The  total  depth 
of  these  surface  horizons  average  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  (B)  horizons  are 
generally  dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  30  to  40  inches. 

Black  — Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have  in 
their  surface  foot  about  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter 
as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should 
be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Transition  — Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  in  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  foods. 

Black  — Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands,  (mainly 
deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Transition  — Vegetation 

Mainly  woodlands  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and  has 
more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Black  — Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  a fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming  including  the  use  of  fertilizer  when  needed 
is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 

Transition  — Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  included  legumes  in  the  crop  rotation, 
supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required  should  be  practiced 
for  best  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

The  Vilna  district  was  first  opened  up  by  homesteaders  and  squatters 
in  the  years  1918  and  1919.  Mr.  Z.  W.  Mikitka,  one  of  the  first  settlers,  came 
to  the  district  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1919  from  a homestead  in  Stry  where 
he  had  settled  in  1909.  He  was  followed  closely  by  Mr.  Alec  Buyer,  C.  N.  Oaks, 
C.  Enlund,  Jack  Hall  and  Jimmy  Wright.  Mr.  Wright  owned  and  homesteaded 
the  quarter  on  which  the  village  now  stands. 

The  first  public  building  to  be  erected  in  the  district  was  a post  office 
which  was  located  two  miles  east  from  the  present  village  site.  Mr.  Southwell 
was  postmaster  and  named  his  post  office  “Villet”.  The  mail  then  was  brought 
in  from  Lamont  by  stage  coach.  Mr.  Southwell,  however,  apparently  having 
some  foresight,  moved  his  post  office  two  miles  west  and  almost  at  once  a 
hamlet  grew  up  around  it.  Mr.  Mikitka  built  a general  store  and  the  location 
was  given  the  name  “Mile  90”. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  1919  the  Canadian  National  Railway  had  completed 
laying  steel  through  the  district  and  the  hamlet  was  re-named  “Vilna”,  after 
“Vilna”  in  Poland. 
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Administration  at  that  time  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Mikitka  acting  as 
Mayor  and  two  councillors,  Mr.  Rosychuck  and  Steve  Pawluk. 

A school  was  erected  in  1920  and  a Mr.  Crawford  was  Vilna’s  first 
schoolmaster.  In  1929  a hospital  was  built  by  Charlie  Gordon,  a contractor  from 
Vegreville  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Eadie  attended  the  district  medical  requirements. 

Vilna  was  incorporated  a village  in  June,  1923.  The  district  population 
was  then  and  still  is  predominantly  Ukrainian. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Vilna  is  situated  on  the  Canadian  National  Railway  branch  line  Edmonton 
to  Cold  Lake.  There  are  good  transportation  facilities  by  rail  or  bus  and  utilities 
including  power,  water  and  sewer.  Excellent  school  buildings  in  which  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught  with  five  churches  supplying  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  com- 
munity. Good  hunting  and  fishing  is  available  in  the  area  for  the  sportsman. 
The  majority  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied.  Houses  rent  for  $35  to  $65 
per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  two  councillors,  one  elected 
each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  mayor  is  appointed  each  year  by  the 
council.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 


A general  view  of  the  townsite,  with  the  row  of  grain  elevators  in  the  background. 
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10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 


The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 
The  sanitary  regulations  conform  to  the  Alberta  Public  Health  Regulations.  The 
village  is  policed  by  a local  constable. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  18  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  Bickle  Seagrave  840  g.p.m.  pumper  with  a 150  gallon  water  tank  and 
a chemical  tank,  550  feet  2/2  inch  hose,  300  feet  1/2  inch  hose,  50  feet  hard 
suction  hose  2%  inch,  2 5-gallon  pump  tanks,  1 3-h.p.  siren;  elevated  water 
tower,  40,000  gallons,  11  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the 
village. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

Land,  100%  of  value 
Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value 
Power 

Total  Assessment 


1965  Net  Assessment 

$41,720 

451,900 

9,140 

$502,760 


1965  Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School 

24.5  36.5 


Hospital 

5 


Total 
66  mills 


13.  AREAS 

Area  of  Village 
Streets  and  Lanes 
Parks  and  Playgrounds 


118  acres 
19  acres 
8 acres 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Streets  and  Roads 
Lanes  and  Alleys 
Total  Miles 


Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 

2.75  .75  3.5 

.25  .25 

3.75 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 


Storm  sewers 
Sanitary  sewers 
Water  mains 


nil 

1.76  miles 
1.66  miles 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Canadian 
Utilities  Ltd. 
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Residential  Rates 

First  40  KWH  used  per  month  — 7.0c  per  KWH. 

Next  160  KWH  used  per  month  — 2.9c  per  KWH. 

Next  400  KWH  used  per  month  — 2.0c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  — 1.5c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $2.80. 

Payments:  The  aforementioned  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are 
paid  within  15  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate 
(being  the  above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

General  Service 

Single  Phase  —I  KW  to  SKW  connected. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $2.80. 

Energy  Charge:  First  200  KWH  of  connected  load  used  per  month  — 6c 
per  KW;  Next  800  KWH  of  connected  load  used  per  month— 2.9c  per  KW; 
Next  1,000  KWH  of  connected  load  used  per  month  — 2.0c  per  KW;  Excess 
KWH  used  per  month  — 1.5c  per  KW. 

Payments:  The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  within 

15  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  (being  the 

above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

Single  or  three  phase  SKW  of  demand  and  over,  PLUS 

Energy  Charge:  First  40  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA 
connected  — 6c;  Next  160  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW,  or  KVA  connected 
— 2.9c;  Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW,  or  KVA  connected  — 2.0c; 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  connected  — 1.5c.  Minimum 
$1.00  per  KW  of  demand. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  — $1.00  per  connected  HP  or  fraction  thereof  but 
not  less  than  $2.00  per  month. 

Payments:  The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  within 

15  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  (being  the 

above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  one  well  and  is  pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon 
elevated  tower  and  then  into  the  water  mains. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 


Total  Solids 
Ignition  Loss 


634 

208 

435 

104 


Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chloride 

Alkalinity 


2 

424 


Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 


Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron 


trace 


.2 

.5 
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Remarks : Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  content  has 
been  settled  out. 

Rates 

Residents:  $4.00  per  month  plus  $3.00  sewer. 

Business:  $5.00  to  $15.00  per  month  plus  $3.00  to  $10.00  sewer. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60° F. 

100  lb.  cylinder  — $5.00. 

Bulk  — 17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 3,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

Winter  grade  — 17.1c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  — 17.2c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 9,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Drumheller  and  Edmonton  fields. 

Price  Delivered 

Edmonton 
Drumheller 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  coarse  grains,  dairy  products,  poultry  and  eggs,  etc.,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  honey,  straw,  sand  and  gravel. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 

Post  office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Alberta  Liquor  Store;  North  East 
Alberta  Health  Unit  (visits  weekly). 

Municipal 

Village  Office;  Secretary  Treasurer;  Firehall;  Police  Department. 


Lump  Egg  Stoker 

$10.50  $ 9.50  $ 9.00 

16.00  15.00  14.00 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Our  Lady’s  Hospital  has  16  beds  and  three  bassinets.  It  is  staffed  by 
an  administrator,  a director  of  nursing  service,  five  graduate  nurses  and  one 
nurses’  aide. 

Rates  Per  Day 

Canadian  residents  — $1.60  co-insurance;  Non-residents  — $16.00. 

The  North  East  Alberta  Health  Unit  visits  the  Village  regularly  examining 
pre-school  and  school  children.  One  doctor,  M.D.,  five  graduate  nurses,  one 
sanitary  inspector,  one  drug  store. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

Barbers:  1;  Shoe  Repairs:  1. 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

The  Canadian  National  Railway  — daily  service  between  Edmonton, 
Heinsburg  and  Cold  Lake. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coaches  — three  buses  daily  (each  way)  Edmonton  to 
Cold  Lake  and  Heinsburg. 

Local  trucks  — to  and  from  Edmonton  daily. 


An  attractive  arch  of  trees  lines  the  road  leading  to  the  well  equipped  hospital. 

7 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Nil. 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  National  Telegraphs;  Alberta  Government  Telephones;  post 
office;  nearest  radio  stations— Edmonton  CFRN,  CJCA,  CHED,  CKUA,  CHFA, 
CBX;  nearest  TV  station  — Edmonton  CFRN  and  CBXT. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Toronto  Dominion  Bank. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  Rooms  Single  Rates  Licenced 

Vilna  Hotel  20  $2.50  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Bonnie  Lake  Beach  — Three  miles  east  of  Vilna. 


Several  churches  serve  the  religious  needs  of  the  thriving  community. 


31.  CHURCHES 


United;  Pentecostal;  Roman  Catholic;  Greek  Catholic;  Greek  Orthodox. 


32.  LODGES 

Nil. 


33.  SERVICE  CLUES 

Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture. 


34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association;  Vilna  Fish  and  Game  Association;  Red 
Cross  Society. 


35.  EDUCATION 

Vilna  School  District  No.  3983  is  in  the  County  of  Smoky  Lake  No.  13. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  typing, 
drama,  home  economics  and  shop. 


A rapidly  expanding  school  complex  serves  students  of  town  and  surrounding  area  alike. 
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